Jéudf'meas at lunch

HIGHLY AMUSING LUNCH DATE.

hat is it about men and relationship
Wlaik? The mere mention of the M

word (marriage) or even the C word
(commitment) and most men will run a mile -
barefoot and through broken glass, as a matter
of fact. And if you can physically hold your man
down long enough to have a conversation about
the topic, it's likely he will appear completely
terrified the entire time and will resembling a
deer looking into the headlights of an oncoming
semi-trailer in the middle of a deserted road. Eek!

After lunching with five lovely ladies for our
August instaiment of Ladies at Lunch, | knew this
luncheon with the lads was going to be quite the
challenge. While our female guests were more
than happy to openly discuss the perils of dating,
the joys of shacking up, reasons for divorce and
their candid thoughts on marriage, | had a feeling
in my waters that our lads wouldn't be quite
as forthcoming with their inner-most fears and
heartbreaking experiences. Luckily | was up for

allenge.

ch at Karma waters along the
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a blokey chat about marriage. Thankfully, it's one
of those heavenly sunny winter's day - the perfect
weather for dining alfresco opposite the deep blue
sea. It's days like this | really love my job.

Anyway, our lunching lads arrive, complete the
necessary formal introductions and sit down to
drink beer and talk marriage. Isn't this the dream
scenario for any red-blooded man? Good food,
a few beers and relationship talk with a strange
woman? Hal

They all tentatively take their seats - fear on faces
and beers in hands ... a couple even begin to
squirm, clearly frightened of the conversation
that is about to unfold. | think the majority of our
guests would have rather endured a full body
wax given by Germaine Greer than have lunch
with me ... and | hadn't even asked the first
question yet.

When interviewing our ladies, we discovered that
it's almost impossible to discuss marriage and
relationships without the use of labels - married,
single, divorced, defacto, spinster, bachelor etc.
So, in the interest of consistency, it seemed, only
fair to bestow the same labels on our lads.
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Laurie Clark, our co-host from BC
Maroochydore, is married to the lovely Debb
He is twice married and once divorced w
children from both marriages. Laurie’s gue:
at our lunch were Chris Baker, Andrew Tree a
Michael Lamberton.

Chris is a lawyer with his own firm, Chris Bak
Lawyers. He is maried with two children a
claims that he and his wife started late in i
in their 30s. Andrew screams bachelor (so
Andrew - just an observation - nothing person:
For starters, he's young - just 25. He works
a business development executive with alcot
company CUB ... certainly not a job for a mil
mannered married man. Like Chris, Mich:
Lamberton (Michael L) settled down in |
30s. He is happily married with three childr
and is the owner of Bikeriders at the Sunshi
Homemakers Centre.

Profile's guests, Pat Fleming and Mich:
Kramer (Michael K), are polar opposites in t
relationship stakes. Pat, general manager

sales with Prime Radio (Hot 91.1FM and Zinc FI
is twice married, once divorced and is curren

relationship. Michael is a publisher with My
Review. He is a virtual virgin when it
to engagement, marriage and divorce - he
1 iay claim to any of these labels. Aithough he
wrently in a relationship, Michael really is your
messential bachelor. More on that later ...

)

heip our guests relax a little, | leave them to
t among themselves. After a few minutes of
ger about worm farming and the best place
breakfast on the Coast (and a random
rence about being nude), | decide it's time ...

Gents, we've already tackled your
sonship status - let's delve a little deeper.
at's start with you ... married twice but only
rced once?
Oh but I'm working on that (the second
wce, that is) - just waiting on the paperwork.
n a relationship at the moment with someone
> hasn't been married before, so if we average
t, technically we have only had one marriage
. Oh and | forgot to mention that | have a son.
I've never been married. I've never
ed the question so I've never been denied at
st. | have been close to asking though.
I'm happily single. I've had a few short-
n relationships but they only lasted a month
wo. I'm only 25 and have just bought my first
ne. I'm not ready for marriage yet.
We have been together for 21 years
i have been married for 15 years. | didn't get
rried until | was 32. | guess marriage at that age
3 my saving grace as if I'd gotten married any
inger it definitely would have ended tragically.
We also met and married a littie later.
ther of us had been married or engaged
ore so we came with clean slates | guess.

Michael Kramer, why do you think you
ren't ever married?

TASTING PLATE

| guess it's because of a series of
events. Being a work-a-holic doesn't help - |
used to work 16 hours a day, seven days a week
when | was starting the Weekender. | couldn't
even afford to take a girl to dinner then. Now | live
a very cosmopolitan lifestyle so | need to find the
right person. I'm happy to settie down, I'm just
conscious of making the wrong decisions.

Two words for you Michael - ‘pre nup'!

( Discussion breaks out about the
concept of a prenup and whether it is in fact two
words or one. We decide it's one, just for the
record. The gents also decide that if you feel you
need one, you're not marrying the right person
for the right reasons.)

But why get married? Why not just
have a life partner? It's really just a reason for a
good party!

Those of you who are happily married,
please shed some light on why you feel it's
important to take that next step.

It makes it simpler. You have made the
commitment so why not sign to it. | think being
married makes you a better person. You're not alone
anymore. | wanted to have kids and leave a legacy.
Having said all that, sometimes it is hard work.

It's definitely about the commitment -
coming home and knowing you're committed to
that person.

It's a matter of finding the right person
- you need to be friends before you become
lovers. It's nice having to account for someone
else but it does change your relationship. But we
still look back on our wedding and think wow,
what a good party it was!
Both my weddings were fantastic - just the
marriages were shithouse!
You can imagine the

( raucous
laughter here.)

MO

Pat, do | detect a little cynicism when it

comes to marriage?
| guess I'm now cynical about the piece of

paper, yes. | really believed in marriage but now
I'm a little bitter. | guess it's more about marrying
the wrong person. Would | do it again? Probably
not, but | haven't completely shut out the idea.

| definitely wouldn't go again if this one
ended. | certainly didn't have plans to marry
again as | was burnt badly in my first marriage.
Then Deb started chasing me.
( Sure she did Laurie ...)

Let's talk about the dating scene.

Do women make it clear early on that they're

interested in the whole catastrophe - the big ring,

the big dress, the big wedding and the big debt?

If a woman mentioned marriage early on it
would turn me off.

If she mentioned marriage I'd be gone
in a heartbeat. Too many women have a plan and
| have worked out that life just doesn't follow a
plan. I'm not adverse to the idea of marriage but
if she mentioned it too early I'd be gone, as quick
as that!

What about kids. Michael?

| could have some out there aiready.

(Raucous laughter ... again!) | would like to have

kids, if that's the way life evolves. I'd actually like

to adopt, to give some kids from Cambodia a

better life. | have been doing some work with an

orphanage in Cambodia. If | could adopt | would.

And here we were thinking you were
shallow, Michael!

Do you think women are obsessed with
marriage and the big wedding?
Hell yes. So many women my age start
planning at 19 - they have it all sorted.
That's definitely the younger women
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Michael, | think you are definitely the spiritual
monk among us. Who would have thought?

Andrew, what's it like to be young and
single? Remind us please! Girls must be impressed
by your job?

Sadly there are a lot of psycho girls out
there. They all want to come to the functions with
you but they drink too much - | can't take them
anywhere. All my mates are getting married and
| think why? They are so young! | think they feel
like it's the right thing to do but it's so hard to get
my mates out for a few drinks and some fun now.

So is marriage in your future?

Don't get me wrong, I'm open to marriage
when | find that right mate. You have to stay away
from the young ones though. | call it the 19 to
23-year-old zone. It's dangerous.

Why do we think so many marriages end
in divorce?
| don't think people want to work hard enough.

A think a lot of people haven't found
out who they are when they get married. A iot of
the time they end up back on the market, but with
baggage. | have heard there are three soul mates
out there for every person.

1 think that many older couples get
divorced because they married so young and they
change - they become the wrong people for each
other. | don’t begrudge people in their 50s or older
when it comes to divorce. A lot of the time it's
amicable too.

When you think about it, marriage is a
val tradition from the 11" century when the
ge pan was 35 years. That has to
ng about why marriages today

And the operative word in that sentence

was ‘evil’.

Interesting to note that the majority
of our lunching ladies blamed money woes
for divorce.)

Guys, do we all think that the grass may
just be a little greener on the other side?
Sometimes | think it would be nice to
have someone to cuddile up with on the bean bag.
And then | think ... nah! ( Did someone say
bean bag? Andrew, perhaps you need a woman in
your life to impart a little interior decorating advice.)
1 don't miss that life, but then again, |
had it all before | got married.
| certainly don't miss the Mooloolaba Surf
Club on a Friday night!

And your final word on marriage gents?
I'm open to it. I'm not too cynical
.. but ...
It works for me. My wife has helped me
to get where | am, definitely.
If the right lady came along ...
Definitely in favour!
My life changed for the better when |
got married.
Still cynical ...

| thank our lunching lads for their candour and
honesty, and for not fleeing to the nearest pub,
despite the overwhelming urge. Special mention
goes to Pat and Michael Kramer for not letting
their obvious cynicism get in the way of a good,
healthy debate. Oh, and in news just to hand,
apparently Pat has officially been divorced since
last November - he just didn't know it. That's
marriage for you ... for better or for worse.
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